
Volunteers
Make a Difference!

Our Mission
The mission of California State Parks is 
to provide for the health, inspiration and 
education of the people of California by helping 
to preserve the state’s extraordinary biological 
diversity, protecting its most valued natural and 
cultural resources, and creating opportunities 
for high-quality outdoor recreation.

Volunteers in Parks Program
P. O. Box 942896

Sacramento, CA 94296-0001
(916) 653-9069 
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Volunteering in California’s 
state parks gives people with 
fresh ideas and enthusiasm 

the chance to help their 
favorite parks and to work 
together to enrich visitors’ 

experiences. In California’s 
state parks, volunteering 

benefits everyone.

Mounted Assistance Unit

CALIFORNIA STATE PARKS
P.O. Box 942896

 Sacramento, CA 94296-0001
For information call: (800) 777-0369

(916) 653-6995, outside the U.S.
711, TTY relay service

www.parks.ca.gov

California State Parks supports equal access. 
Prior to arrival, visitors with disabilities who 
need assistance should contact the park they 
plan to visit. If you need this publication in an 
alternate format, contact interp@parks.ca.gov.



Become a California State Parks volunteer and  
be the difference in your parks!

• Choose a park location that interests you 
(see park district map on back).

• Contact the volunteer coordinator for an 
application or download an application 
from www.parks.ca.gov/Volunteer.

• Submit your application to the park.

• Interview with the volunteer coordinator.

• Attend orientation and training.

Park cleanup

Historic reenactment
Tour guide

Volunteering in California’s state parks began with the first state 
park in 1864. Today, nearly 45,000 volunteers donate more than  
1 million hours annually.

Many programs and events in California’s state parks could not 
exist without volunteers. They play a critical role, volunteering 
daily, weekly, and monthly to help make the park experience a 
special one for all Californians and visitors from around the world. 

Volunteers also play an important role in the 
success of special events, including Earth Day,  
Trails Day, Coastal Cleanup Day, and National 
Public Lands Day.

For more than a century, volunteers have enhanced, 
maintained, and restored California’s state parks. Join us to 
become part of what makes California’s state parks magnificent.

Trail patrol

Why volunteer? What could you do as a volunteer? How do you become a volunteer?
• Personally connect with a park through 

gaining new knowledge and sharing your 
knowledge and passions with others.

• Help enhance visitors’ park experiences.
• Preserve California’s valuable resources.
• Join a community of passionate volunteers.
• Experience the outdoors in new, 

meaningful ways.
• Earn park passes and other recognition.
• Have fun!

• Be a campground/park host.
• Help operate the visitor center.
• Conduct tours.
• Build and maintain trails.
• Educate and inspire children on school 

group visits.
• Participate in living history demonstrations.
• Monitor local wildlife.
• Clean up a beach.
• And more!



NORTHERN BUTTES DISTRICT
(530) 538-2200
400 Glen Dr., Oroville, CA 95966
vol.NorthernButtes@parks.ca.gov

OCEANO DUNES DISTRICT
(805) 773-7170
340 James Way, Suite 270
Pismo Beach, CA 93449
vol.Oceano@parks.ca.gov

OCOTILLO WELLS DISTRICT
(760) 767-5391
5172 Highway 78, #10
Borrego Springs, CA 92004
OwInterpretation@parks.ca.gov

ORANGE COAST DISTRICT
(949) 492-0802
3030 Avenida del Presidente
San Clemente, CA 92672
vol.OrangeCoast@parks.ca.gov

GREAT BASIN DISTRICT
(661) 724-1206
15101 Lancaster Road
Lancaster, CA 93536
GreatBasin.volunteer@parks.ca.gov

INLAND EMPIRE DISTRICT
(951) 443-2423
17801 Lake Perris Drive
Perris, CA 92571
vol.InlandEmpire@parks.ca.gov

MONTEREY DISTRICT 
(831) 649-2836
2211 Garden Road
Monterey, CA 93940
vol.MontereyDistrict@parks.ca.gov

NORTH COAST REDWOODS 
DISTRICT
(707) 445-6547, ext. 0
P.O. Box 2006, Eureka, CA 95502-2006
vol.NorthCoast@parks.ca.gov

CHANNEL COAST DISTRICT
(805) 585-1850
911 San Pedro Street
Ventura, CA 93001
vol.ChannelCoast@parks.ca.gov

COLORADO DESERT DISTRICT
(760) 767-4037
200 Palm Canyon Drive
Borrego Springs, CA 92004
vip.ColoradoDesert@parks.ca.gov

DIABLO RANGE DISTRICT
(925) 447-0426
15751 Tesla Road
Livermore, CA 94550-9364
vol.DiabloRange@parks.ca.gov

GOLD FIELDS DISTRICT
(916) 988-0205
7806 Folsom-Auburn Road
Folsom, CA 95630-1797
vol.GoldFields@parks.ca.gov

ANGELES DISTRICT
(818) 880-0363
1925 Las Virgenes Road
Calabasas, CA 91302
vol.Angeles@parks.ca.gov

BAY AREA DISTRICT
(707) 769-5652
845 Casa Grande Road
Petaluma, CA 94954
vol.BayArea@parks.ca.gov

CAPITAL DISTRICT
(916) 324-7407
111 I Street 
Sacramento, CA 95814
vol.CapitalDistrict@parks.ca.gov

CENTRAL VALLEY DISTRICT
(209) 536-5930
22708 Broadway Street
Columbia, CA 95310
vol.CentralValley@parks.ca.gov

CALIFORNIA STATE PARKS DISTRICTS

See below to determine the park district where you would like 
to volunteer, and then locate it on the map. To find a specific 
park, go to www.parks.ca.gov. For a list of campground/park host 
opportunities, go to www.parks.ca.gov/CampHost. Call or email 
the district to discuss volunteer opportunities and how to apply. 
Take action today to make a difference tomorrow!

Volunteer Opportunities in the  
California State Park System  



Volunteer 
       Today!

SAN DIEGO COAST DISTRICT
(619) 688-3260
4477 Pacific Highway
San Diego, CA 92110
vol.SanDiego@parks.ca.gov

SAN LUIS OBISPO COAST 
DISTRICT
(805) 927-6578
750 Hearst Castle Road
San Simeon, CA 93452
vol.SloCoast@parks.ca.gov

SANTA CRUZ DISTRICT
(831) 335-6318, ext. 0
303 Big Trees Park Road
Felton, CA 95018
vol.SantaCruz@parks.ca.gov

SIERRA DISTRICT
(530) 525-7232
7360 West Lake Blvd.
Tahoma, CA 96142
Sierra.Volunteers@parks.ca.gov

SONOMA-MENDOCINO 
COAST DISTRICT
(707) 937-5804
25381 Steelhead Blvd.
Duncans Mills, CA 95430
smcd.Volunteers@parks.ca.gov


